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SUB J : AFRICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD NIGERIA 

REF: STATE 208244 

1 . MALAWI DOES NOT MAINTAIN ACTIVE RELATIONS WITH 
NIGERIA, EITHER DIPLOMATIC OR COMMERCIAL, AND DOES NOT 
CONSIDER NIGERIA TO HAVE MUCH INFLUENCE AT PRESENT AMONG 
OTHER AFRICAN COUNTIES. GOM BELIEVES THAT NIGERIA HAS ENOUGH 
PROBLEMS, BOTH IN POLICY AND IN LEADERSHIP, AND THEREFORE WILL 
NOT SOON BE ABLE TO TAKE AN IMPORTANT PLACE IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 
FURTHERMORE, GOM WOULD NOT BE PLEASED TO SEE NIGERIA AS SPOKESMAN 
FOR AFRICA ALTHOUGH GOM HAS NO PERSONAL DISLIKE FOR OBASANJO. 

2. FOREGOING BASED ON EMBOFF'S CONVERSATION WITH VINCENT PHIRI, 
MINEXTAFF POL DEPT CHIEF, WHO ADDED THAT MALAWI AND OTHER 
AFRICANS HAD HIGHEST REGARD FOR GOWON, A UNIQUE INDIVIDUAL WHO 
TOWERED OVER MOST OTHER AFRICAN LEADERS AND OBTAINED MORE 
NIGERIAN INFLUENCE IN AFRICA THAN NORMALLY WOULD HAVE BEEN 
THE CASE. 

3. COMMENT: AS A SMALL, POOR AND WESTERN-ORIENTED AFRICAN COUNTRY, 
MALAWI DOES NOT LIKE TO CONTEMPLATE HAVING OTHER COUNTRIES 
"SPEAK FOR" ALL OF AFRICA. IT HAS NO GRUDGE AGAINST THE 
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NIGERIANS SINCE DIRECT RELATIONS ARE MINUTE, SIMPLY AMOUNTING 
TO CONTACTS AT OAU AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS. STEVENSON 
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